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NASHVILLE, TN - The city of
Nashville was painted blue on
Sunday as the Titans faced the
Indianapolis Colts in a win-and-
in situation. Despite the support
and a raucous crowd, the Titans

fell short in their attempt to make
the post season. 
Coach Mike Vrabel pulled a few
trick plays out of his back pocket
on the opening Tennessee drive
with a lateral pass on the punt re-
turn and a wildcat call on the

first play. However, the tricks
weren’t enough to put the Titans
on the board. 

In fact, the Colts would be the

Wrap- up

only team to score until midway
through the second quarter. Their
first touchdown came 8 minutes
into the game when Andrew
Luck connected with Dontrelle
Inman for an 11-yard touch-
down. They would add another 7
points when Eric Ebron scored a
touchdown just over 5 minutes
into the second quarter. 
On the Colts’ second possession
of the second quarter, Ten-
nessee’s Jayon Brown inter-
cepted a deep pass intended for
Nyheim Hines and ran to the end
zone for a 22-yard touchdown. 
The Tennessee defense stepped

up and the Colts went 3 and out
on their next drive, giving the Ti-
tans some momentum. That mo-
mentum would quickly fade
when Adoree’ Jackson muffed
the punt return and C Milton re-
covered the ball for Indianapolis. 

A touchdown by Marlon Mack
was recalled on the next play due
to an offensive holding call. And
to add to the excitement of the
second quarter, the Titans’ Jayon
Brown would recover a fumble
just two plays later. Unfortu-
nately for the Titans, nothing
would come of that possession. 
Before the end of the first half,

the Colts added a 53-yard field
goal. The Titans would answer
with a field goal of their own
from Ryan Succop from 38
yards with just 5 seconds re-
maining in the half.  This
brought Tennessee within 7
points heading into the third
quarter. 

Indianapolis didn’t waste much
time regaining energy. On the
seventh play of their opening
drive, Ryan Hewitt scored a 1-
yard touchdown and the extra
point gave them a 2-possession

TN Titans fall short in must win game
now must look forward to new season

NFL announces Playoffs
schedule ... from sports page 1

Coach Mike Vrabel pulled
a few trick plays out of his
back pocket on the opening
Tennessee drive with a lat-
eral pass on the punt return
and a wildcat call on the
first play. However, the
tricks weren’t enough to
put the Titans on the board. 

lead on the Titans. 
Just before the end of the third,

Tennessee found the end zone for
the second and final time of the
game. Jackson ran the ball for 10
yards on the punt return. On the
next play, Derrick Henry broke
through the defensive line and
ran the ball for a gain of 33 yards.
Then, Luke Stocker ran for a 22-
yard touchdown on just the sec-
ond play of the 36-second drive.
Succop’s point after brought the
Titans within 7 points. 

The fourth quarter, however,
would belong to the Colts.
Kenny Moore II intercepted a
pass from Blaine Gabbert in-
tended for Taywan Taylor and
that was all she wrote. 

Adam Vinatieri added a 25-yard
field goal to Indianapolis’s lead
and before it was all said and
done, Mack would score an 8-
yard touchdown. Vinatieri’s point
after gave the Colts a 33-17 lead
over the Titans, which would be
the final score of the game. 

Despite their second quarter
rally, the Titans were unable to
outplay the Colts in the second
half. The loss gave Tennessee a
final record of 9-7 and Indi-
anapolis improved to 10-6. While
the Titans clear out their lockers,
the Colts will prepare to take on
the Houston Texans (11-5) in the
AFC wild card round of the play-
offs. 

AFC:  1:05 PM (ET)
Houston/Baltimore/Los Angeles
Chargers at New England (CBS)
NFC: 4:40 PM (ET)
Dallas/Seattle/Philadelphia at
New Orleans (FOX)
In the Divisional Playoffs, the

division champion with the best
record in each conference will
host the lowest seeded Wild Card
survivor.  Once teams are seeded
for the playoffs, positions do not
change:

American Football 
Conference National 
Football Conference

Kansas City (12-4), AFC West
champion
New Orleans (13-3), NFC South
champion
New England (11-5), AFC East

champion
Los Angeles Rams (13-3), NFC
West champion
Houston (11-5), AFC South
champion
Chicago (12-4), NFC North
champion
Baltimore (10-6), AFC North
champion
Dallas (10-6), NFC East cham-
pion
Los Angeles Chargers (12-4)   
Seattle (10-6) 
Indianapolis/Tennessee (10-6)*  
Philadelphia (9-7)
The NFC (FOX, 3:05 PM ET)

and AFC (CBS, 6:40 PM ET)
Championship Games will be
played on Sunday, January 20.

The 2019 Pro Bowl (ESPN,
with simulcast on ABC, 3:00 PM
ET) will be played on Sunday,
January 27 at Camping World
Stadium in Orlando, Florida and 
Super Bowl LIII will take place
on Sunday, February 3 (CBS,
6:30 PM ET), at Mercedes-Benz
Stadium in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Super Bowl LIII will take
place on Sunday, February
3 (CBS, 6:30 PM ET), at
Mercedes-Benz Stadium in
Atlanta, Georgia. 

NASHVILLE, TN -    The Ten-
nessee Titans hosted the 2018
Coach of the Week winners and
the Coach of the Year for an
awards presentation. The event
was held on December 30 at Nis-
san Stadium.   Those honored
were:
Derek Hunt
Maryville HS
Trey Perry 

MEMPHIS, TN– Memphis
Grizzlies General Manager Chris
Wallace recently  announced that
the team waived guard/forward
D.J. Stephens. 
Stephens (6-5, 188) appeared in

10 games (eight starts) for the
NBA G League’s Memphis Hus-
tle and averaged 7.9 points and
5.0 rebounds in 23.1 minutes
after signing a two-way contract

with the Grizzlies on Oct. 8. The
28-year-old University of Mem-
phis product made one appear-
ance for the Grizzlies, recording
two points and one steal in seven
minutes on Dec. 8 against the
Los Angeles Lakers.  Fans who
want to support the Memphis
Grizzlies and purchase 2018-19
Season Tickets can do so now by
calling (901) 888-HOOP or

going online to
grizzlies.com/tickets. Single
Game Tickets are also available
for purchase at the FedExForum
Box Office, Ticketmaster.com,
online at grizzlies.com/tickets or
by calling 1-800-4NBA-TIX.
For more information on the Griz-
zlies, visit grizzlies.com, ‘like’
Memphis Grizzlies on Facebook or
follow on Twitter and Instagram
(@memgrizz).

2019 NFL Draft will be held
in Nashville,TN April 25-27
NEW YORK, NY - The Arizona
Cardinals own the No. 1 pick of
the 2019 National Football
League Draft, which will be held
April 25-27 in Nashville, Ten-
nessee.
The tentative order of the first

round was recently announced
by the NFL, subject to the results
of the playoffs. 
The draft order is determined by
the following procedures:
(A)        The winner of the Super
Bowl game shall select last and
the loser of such game shall se-
lect next-to-last in all rounds, re-
gardless of the record of such
participating clubs in the regular
season.
(B)       The losers of the Confer-
ence Championship games shall
select 29th and 30th in all
rounds, according to the reverse
order of their standing.
(C)       The losers of the Divi-
sional playoff games shall select
in the 25th through 28th posi-
tions in all rounds, according to
the reverse order of their stand-
ing.
(D)       The losers of the Wild
Card games shall select in the
21st through 24th positions in all

rounds, according to the reverse
order of their standing.
(E)       Clubs not participating in
the playoffs shall select in the
first through 20th positions in all

rounds, according to the reverse
order of their standing.
If, after all the foregoing proce-

dures have been applied, ties still
exist in any grouping except (A)
above, such ties shall be broken
by figuring the aggregate won-
lost-tied percentage of each in-
volved club’s regular season
opponents and awarding prefer-
ential selection order to the club
which faced the schedule of
teams with the lowest aggregate
won-lost-tied percentage.
If ties still exist, the divisional

If, after all the foregoing proce-
dures have been applied, ties
still exist in any grouping except
(A) above, such ties shall be bro-
ken by figuring the aggregate
won-lost-tied percentage of each
involved club’s regular season
opponents and awarding prefer-
ential selection order to the club
which faced the schedule of
teams with the lowest aggregate
won-lost-tied percentage.

Titans host  2018 Coach of Week
winners and Coach of the Year

Mt. Juliet HS
Chris Hughes
Fairview HS

Jason Fitzgerald 
Meigs County HS
Adam Caine  
Upperman HS
Randall Boldin
Whitwell HS
Josh Puckett 

Lake County HS
Hayden Chandley   
David Crockett HS 
Don Kerley  
Johnson County HS
Kevin Creasy  
Oakland HS (Coach of the Week
and Coach of the Year)

or conference tie-breaking
method, if applicable, shall be
applied. If neither the divisional
nor the conference tie-breaking
methods are applicable, ties shall
be broken by a coin flip.
The tie between Buffalo and
Denver for the 9th and 10th po-
sition was broken by conference
tie-breakers. Since both clubs
had the same conference record
(4-8), their win-loss-tie percent-
ages in common games is ap-
plied. Since both clubs had the
same record in common games
(1-4), their win-loss-tied percent-
age in strength of victory is ap-
plied.  Since Buffalo (.411) had
a lower win-loss-tie percentage
in strength of victory than Den-
ver (.464), they are given priority
in the Draft order.
Clubs involved in two-club ties

will alternate positions from
round-to-round.  In ties that in-
volve three or more clubs, the
club at the top of a tied segment
in a given round will move to the
bottom of the segment for the
next round, while all other clubs
in the segment move up one po-
sition.  This rotation continues
throughout the Draft.

Grizzlies MLK Game Day is January 21 
For more information, detour to Grizzlies.com

Memphis Grizzlies waive D. J. Stephens


